Xavier Contact: Melissa Newell
(504) 520-5214] XULANews@XULA.edu
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Xavier University of Louisiana Named 2024 Fulbright HBCU Institutional Leader by the U.S.
Department of State

New Orleans ~ Xavier University of Louisiana is proud to be named a Fulbright Historically Black College
and University (HBCU) Institutional Leader for 2024. Each year, the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) recognizes the engage



The announcement of the Fulbright HBCU Institutional Leaders was made on September 10, 2024, in
advance of the 2024 Annual National HBCU Week Conference hosted by the White House Initiative on
Advancing Educational Equity, Excellence, and Economic Opportunity through Historically Black Colleges
and Universities.

Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken congratulated each HBCU Institutional Leader, saying this
designation “is a testament to your institution’s dedication to promoting global engagement and
international understanding.”

“The U.S. Department of State and the Fulbright Program are committed to reflecting the full diversity of
the United States,” said Scott Weinhold, Senior Bureau Official for the Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, emphasizing that HBCU engagement with the Fulbright
Program helps to accomplish this goal and “builds meaningful relationships between communities and
people around the world.”

“Historically Black Colleges and Universities are vital contributors to America’s higher education
community. They are dedicated institutions working to develop the leaders of tomorrow,” said
Weinhold.

The Fulbright Program implements a wide range of initiatives to ensure that its participants reflect all
aspects of the diversity of U.S. society and societies abroad. The program also cultivates relationships
with external stakeholders, including the White House Initiative on HBCUs, Diversity Abroad, UNCF, the
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU), the National Clearinghouse on Disability and
Exchange, the American Association of Community Colleges, and Mobility International, among many
others.

Learn more about the Fulbright Program at https://fulbrightprogram.org, including Fulbright’s
commitments to DEIAhttps://www.fulbrightprogram.org/initiatives/diversity-inclusion/ within the

program and about how HBCUs engage with the Fulbright Program.
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About Xavier University of Louisiana

On the cusp of celebrating its first 100 years of service, Xavier University of Louisiana remains America’s only
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