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fight against health inequity is our answer to the call of our nation’s critical need and makes their
legacy proud.”

XULA and Ochsner: A Legacy of Collaboration

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic ravaged the world and disproportionately affected people of
color, highlighting health disparities faced by historically marginalized communities. Ochsner
Health and Xavier again forged partnerships to improve health equity through new graduate
programs in health sciences and the establishment of the Ochsner Health and Xavier University
Institute for Health Equity and Research (OXIHER). A few years before, Xavier and Ochsner
also worked to improve diversity within the health sciences through a memorandum of
understanding to establish a new Physician Assistant (PA) Program. In May 2022, Ochsner and
Xavier celebrated the first graduating class of 37 students in the full-time graduate PA Program,
which leads to a master’s degree in health sciences and trains the next generation of providers
to make a meaningful impact on health care.

“Ochsner has a long and rich history of excellence in medical education, and we are honored to
continue our work with Xavier to improve the health of our state and region,” said Pete
November, CEO of Ochsner Health. “The Xavier medical students will get outstanding clinical
training in our integrated health care system, and this significant expansion of our partnership
with Xavier demonstrates our commitment to training the next generation of health care
providers to solve the critical shortage of physicians in the United States and meet the needs of
the diverse communities we serve.”

In 2022, Xavier became an integral advisory board partner for Healthy State by 2030, an
ambitious plan to lift Louisiana off the bottom of national health rankings. Collectively, partners
across multiple sectors and industries from across the state are committed to comprehensive
public health initiatives, education, and outreach.

“Investing in education, training and workforce development is critical to building a healthier
state and stronger communities. Our partnership with Xavier furthers our Healthy State mission
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